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Genocide has defined Serbia’s modern history. During World War II, the Ustaše, a Croatian Nazi 
militia, committed genocide against Serbs, Jews, Roma and other non-Catholic minority groups. 
Chetniks, a Serb nationalist resistance force, committed genocide against Catholic Croats and Bosnian 
Muslims. These ethnic armies massacred hundreds of thousands of Yugoslavs. 
 
In Yugoslavia after Tito's death in 1980, Slobodan Milošević called for a "Greater Serbia" incorporating 
Serb populations in neighboring states. Serbia supported armed Serb militias to break away from Bosnia 
and join Serbia.  
 
Slobodan Milošević stoked hatred between Yugoslavia's national, ethnic, and religious groups. After 
Croatia and Bosnia seceded, Serb paramilitary militias sought to "ethnically cleanse" them by expelling 
non-Serb populations from Serb areas, subjecting  them to crimes against humanity, including forced 
deportation, mass rape and mass murder. At Srebrenica in July 1995, Bosnian-Serb forces committed 
genocide, murdering over 8,000 Bosnian-Muslim men and boys. 
 
The Serbian Army invaded Kosovo in 1998 to defeat Kosovar-Albanian rebel groups fighting for 
Kosovar independence from Serbia. Serb forces perpetrated war crimes against ethnic Albanians, 
including massacres of over 10,000 Kosovars, forced deportations, and mass rapes. US War Crimes 
Ambassador David Sheffer declared on April 9, 1999, "We point to indicators of Genocide." A NATO 
bombing campaign on Belgrade resulted in Serbia's surrender and Kosovo’s autonomy. Yet Serbia still 
refuses to recognize Kosovo's independence. 
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) tried many Serbs for war crimes 
in Bosnia, resulting in high-profile Serb convictions. But in Serbia today, convicted war criminals are 
glorified by the government and media. Belgrade even contains a large mural devoted to Ratko Mladić, 
who ordered and carried out the Srebrenica genocide. Convicted war criminals hold prestigious political 
and social positions following their release from prison. 
 
Denial dominates political discourse. Serbia’s president, Aleksandar Vučić, denies Serb atrocities in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. School textbooks inculcate Serbian nationalism and incite “hatred toward 
neighboring nations under the guise of patriotism.”  
 
Media freedom in Serbia is restricted. Dissenting voices on television are silenced and the right to public 
assembly is curtailed. Recent protests against mass shootings drew vitriolic condemnations by officials. 
Tensions in Kosovo between Serbs and Albanians have flared again, with violent ethnic clashes, Serbian 
military mobilization, and fear of renewed civil war. 
 
Genocide Watch considers Serbia to be at Stage 6: Polarization and Stage 10: Denial. Genocide Watch 
recommends: 

• Serbia’s EU membership must be conditioned on an end to official genocide denial.  
• Serbia must cut ties with secessionist leaders in the Republika Srpska. 
• Serbia must reform its educational system to stop inculcating ethno-nationalism. 
• Serbia must recognize Kosovo's independence. 

mailto:president@genocidewatch.org
http://www.genocidewatch.com/
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/jasenovac
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Violence_as_a_Generative_Force/nsh1DQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA3&printsec=frontcover
https://www.britannica.com/place/Yugoslavia-former-federated-nation-1929-2003
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/serbia/
https://www.usip.org/publications/1996/04/serbian-nationalism-and-origins-yugoslav-crisis
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/breakup-yugoslavia#:~:text=It%20was%20also%20fundamentally%20inconsistent,dissolved%20into%20its%20constituent%20states.
https://www.icty.org/en/about/what-former-yugoslavia/conflicts
https://srebrenica.org.uk/what-happened/history/ethnic-cleansing-bosnia
https://www.google.com/books/edition/War_Crimes_in_Bosnia_Hercegovina/nltdtAo38K0C?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw25years/content/english/CONCLUDING_COMMENTS/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina-Special_report.pdf
https://www.irmct.org/en/mip/features/vukovar
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/bosnia/srebrenica/#:~:text=In%20July%201995%2C%20a%20genocidal,led%20by%20General%20Ratko%20Mladi%C4%87.
https://www.britannica.com/event/Kosovo-conflict
https://www.hrw.org/report/2001/10/26/under-orders/war-crimes-kosovo
https://1997-2001.state.gov/policy_remarks/1999/990409_scheffer_kosovo.html
https://apnews.com/article/politics-serbia-kosovo-european-union-aleksandar-vucic-cce01ee269c5a2a4a7e216936fd4a4a5
https://www.icty.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/12/04/after-closure-yugoslav-tribunal-western-balkans-still-needs-justice
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/serbia
https://www.rferl.org/a/serbia-mladic-mural-protests/31555357.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2017/10/18/serbian-war-criminal-will-teach-at-military-academy-10-18-2017/
https://balkaninsight.com/2017/10/18/serbian-war-criminal-will-teach-at-military-academy-10-18-2017/
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/07/08/in-serbia-and-montenegro-srebrenica-is-still-politically-toxic/
https://www.rferl.org/a/serbia-history-textbook-dubious-lessons-college-kosovo-balkan-wars/32155496.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/02/04/serbia-srebrenica-confronting-genocide-germany/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/02/04/serbia-srebrenica-confronting-genocide-germany/
https://freedomhouse.org/country/serbia/freedom-world/2023
https://freedomhouse.org/country/serbia/freedom-world/2023
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/03/world/europe/serbia-protests-vucic.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/09/world/europe/serbia-kosovo-protests-vucic.html

