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For over 2000 years, Armenians have inhabited Syunik in southern Armenia. Now, Azerbaijan is claiming this region as its
historical land. Azerbaijan delegitimized the Armenian historical and legal claim to Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh). It is now using
the same tactics on Armenia proper. In recent years, the irredentist political concept of “Western Azerbaijan” has emerged,
which is now turning into calculated military action.

Last week, Secretary of State Anthony Blinken warned lawmakers about Azerbaijan’s planned invasion of Armenia proper,
which may occur in the next month. Like Turkey, Azerbaijan seeks to eradicate Armenians from the region.

International analysts highlight Azerbaijan’s territorial expansionism. Stefan Meister, head of the Centre for order and
Governance in Eastern Europe, Russia, and Central Asia at the German Council on Foreign Relations, explained. “It's part of
this maximalist approach: you're hungry so you never stop eating if no one draws a red line.” Meister urged Western
governments to impose sanctions on Baku. The lack of consequences has led Baku to become so emboldened in ahistorical,
expansionist ideology that Aliyev has announced a “Great Return Program” in which 140,000 Azerbaijanis will live in Syunik and
Artsakh.

Syunik is home to the Zangezur corridor in Armenia, through which Azerbaijan seeks to build an oil pipeline to Turkey.
Azerbaijan and Turkey will reap the economic benefits from controlling Syunik. But their true intention is to “connect the Turkic
world,” according to the Azerbaijani ambassador to Turkey, Rashad Mammadov. Mammadov’s words reek of Pan-Turkism, the
ideology behind the Armenian Genocide. As seen in Artsakh, attempts to create a New Ottoman Empire will cost thousands of
Armenian lives.

On September 20, Azerbaijan attacked Armenia proper during its genocidal campaign to take over Artsakh. Azerbaijani Armed
Forces fired in the direction of Armenian positions in the Gegharkunik region of Armenia itself. This attack followed Azerbaijan’s
bombardment and firing on the remaining Armenian populated areas of Artsakh. Attacking a country’s sovereign borders violates
the UN Charter and international law.

Since 2020, Azerbaijan has made several incursions into Armenian territorial integrity, resulting in Azerbaijan controlling 215
square km. of Armenian land. Azerbaijan faced no consequences for those incursions, nor for its war crimes in 2020. As a result,
Azerbaijan was emboldened to seize Artsakh and to forcibly displace its residents without any repercussions. Without effective
sanctions, the Turkish and Azerbaijani aggression will continue unchecked.

Despite the denial of Azerbaijan’s intentions, the terror unleashed on Artsakh is not over. Armenian civilians and leaders were
forcibly deported as they tried to escape the genocidal attacks. Now the world watches the Azerbaijani show trials of Artsakh’s
defenders as they are tried and convicted of “crimes against Azerbaijan.”

The purpose of international law is to defend world order. But international law is not being enforced to prevent this Azerbaijani
aggression. The world must act to defend Armenia.

Genocide Watch considers Azerbaijan to be at Stage 4. Dehumanization, Stage 7: Preparation, Stage 8: Persecution, and
Stage 10: Denial.
Genocide Watch recommendations:
e To demonstrate that Azerbaijan’s genocidal actions will not be tolerated, EU leaders must pull out of their deal
with Azerbaijan to double gas imports by 2027.
e The U.S. Congress must repeal the Freedom Support Act section 907 waiver authority and stop all military and
economic assistance to the Azerbaijani government.
e The U.S. and E.U. should impose Magnitsky sanctions on Azerbaijani leaders.
e Global oil corporations should boycott Azerbaijan as they have boycotted Russia.
e The U.S. and France should provide military aid to Armenia to deter invasion and attack.
¢ Following reports by Caucasus Heritage Watch and the Center for Truth and Justice, UNESCO must protect
Armenian cultural centers at risk of destruction by Azerbaijan.

GENOCIDE WATCH is the founder and coordinator of the Alliance Against Genocide
E-mail: president@genocidewatch.org Website: www.genocidewatch.com Tax exempt EIN: 26-1672589



mailto:president@genocidewatch.org
http://www.genocidewatch.com/
https://archive.org/details/armenianpeoplefr00rich_0/page/22/mode/2up?q=siunik
https://twitter.com/LindseySnell/status/1713192356923519077
https://www.voanews.com/a/reporter-s-notebook-the-end-of-artsakh/7296738.html
https://www.cftjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Aliyev-and-Hate-Speech.pdf
https://brusselssignal.eu/2023/10/armenia-fears-azerbaijani-invasion-within-weeks/
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/10/13/blinken-warned-lawmakers-azerbaijan-may-invade-armenia-in-coming-weeks-00121500#:~:text=Blinken%20responded%20that%20the%20State,Armenia%20in%20the%20coming%20weeks.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/09/22/nagorno-karabakh-genocide-armenia/
https://harvardpolitics.com/azerbaijan-wont-stop/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/sep/30/azerbaijan-is-hungry-for-land-armenians-fear-country-will-seek-to-grab-more-territory
https://news.az/news/president-ilham-aliyev-at-end-of-first-stage-of-great-return-program-140000-people-will-live-in-garabagh-and-eastern-zangezur
https://www.reuters.com/world/azerbaijani-turkish-leaders-hold-talks-eye-forging-land-corridor-via-armenia-2023-09-25/
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/what-is-the-zangezur-corridor-and-why-does-it-matter-to-eurasia-58405
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pan-Turkism
https://time.com/5885650/erdogans-ottoman-worry-world/
https://www.miaseeninc.com/post/azerbaijan-attacks-armenia-calls-artsakh-attack-anti-terror-measures
https://twitter.com/ArmeniaMODTeam/status/1704580259142643914
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/32600661.html
https://world101.cfr.org/understanding-international-system/building-blocks/tanks-sanctions-and-separatists-various
https://www.eurasiareview.com/16102023-fears-linger-in-armenia-of-azerbaijani-invasion/
https://www.genocidewatch.com/single-post/genocide-and-forced-deportation-nagorno-karabakh
https://www.politico.eu/article/former-nagorno-karabakh-armenian-leader-ruben-vardanyan-arrested-amid-mass-exodus/
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/32636537.html
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/26120.pdf
https://cepa.org/article/the-eus-dilemma-with-azerbaijan-natural-gas-or-moral-purity/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/armenia-urges-eu-sanction-azerbaijan-warns-further-attack-2023-10-02/
https://som.yale.edu/story/2022/over-1000-companies-have-curtailed-operations-russia-some-remain
https://asbarez.com/eu-has-denied-military-aid-to-armenia/
https://caucasusheritage.cornell.edu/?page_id=866
https://www.cftjustice.org/urgent-call-to-protect-amaras-monastery-from-cultural-erasure/

o~

Genocide Watch
Alliance Against Genocide

Image Source:

GEORGIA

olashir  Alaverdi

Stepanavan @

Tavush
®ljevan

AZERBAIJAN

® Vardenis

Armavire e
Metsa

Armavir

Martuni ®

Aras

Gegharkunik

Vayots Dzor ek

xcghegmdzm
Vayk

TURKEY

AZERBAIJAN
(Nakhchivan)

IRAN

All maps, graphics, flags, photos and original descriptions © 2023 worldatlas.com

GENOCIDE WATCH is the founder and coordinator of the Alliance Against Genocide
E-mail: president@genocidewatch.org Website: www.genocidewatch.com Tax exempt EIN: 26-1672589


mailto:president@genocidewatch.org
http://www.genocidewatch.com/
https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/armenia

